Ash Tree Stream: Identifying Ash Trees

What Do Ash Trees Look Like?
Ash trees are one of our most common trees in the UK, but many people don’t know
what they look like. You can use the following photographs to identify your own local
Ash trees and share your photograph or artwork with us using the #AshTreeStream
hashtag on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram.

Ash Tree Bark
The bark of young Ash trees is smooth and greeny-grey. As the tree gets older it
becomes more textured and coloured with algae and lichen. Ash trees are often
found growing near rivers and lakes. They seed freely and groups of young trees
can also be found on waste ground, railway embankments etc.

Ash Tree Buds and Leaves
Ash tree buds are black. In Winter this is one of the easiest ways to identify them.
Ash tree leaves are made up of leaﬂets arranged on two sides of a central stem.
Leaﬂets are arranged in pairs on either side, with a single leaf at the end.

Ash Tree Flowers
Ash trees tend to have either male or female ﬂowers although some can have both.
Flowers are purple and show pale green stems as they open. Flowers emerge from
within the black buds in the Spring, before the leaves open.

Ash Tree Fruits
Ash trees produce winged fruits called ‘keys’ after the female ﬂowers are pollinated.
Ash trees are wind pollinators, which means the wind carries pollen from male to
female ﬂowers. The keys are produced in Summer and Autumn, and turn from green
to brown as they dry.
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Why Ash Trees?
The UK’s Ash trees are being affected by a disease called Ash Die Back. Scientists
believe that 80-90% of Ash trees will die from the disease in the coming years. We
are helping people to recognise which of their local trees are Ash trees, and to think
about what they do for our world, including providing Oxygen, storing Carbon, and
providing habitats for wildlife.

Ash Tree Stream
The Ash Tree Stream project is an art and learning project, with artist James
Aldridge, Andover Trees United, CAS (Chapel Arts Studios) and ﬁve Andover
Schools. The project is funded by Arts Council England and CAS.

You can visit the Ash Tree Stream website at www.ashtreestream.com

